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SUBJECT: POLISH PRESS REACTION TO US BOMBING HALT 

1. THEPOLISH PRESS MARKED THE AUGUST 15 DEADLINE FOR 
CESSATION OF US BOMBING IN CAMBODIA WITH ONLY SCATTERED, 
GENERALLY BACK PAGE EDITORIAL COMMENT NOTING THE 
TRAGEDY AND FUTILITY OF THE BOMBING OF THE US "INTER- 
VENTION" IN INDOCHINA AS WA WHOLE AND HERALDING ITS 
APPARENT TERMINATION. ON AUGUST 16 THE PRESS REPORTED 
THE ACTUAL CESSATION OF BOMBING WITHOUT EDITORIAL COM- 
MENT. 

2. ZYCIE WARSZAWY'S AUGST 15 EDITORIAL NOTED THE 
TRAGEDY OF RECENT US BOMBING ERRORS AND OBSERVED THAT 
THE DAYS OF THE LON NOL REGIME SEEM NUMBERED. IT CON- 
CLUDED THAT, TOGETHER WITH AMERICAN WITHDRAWAL FROM LAOS 
PRESAGED BY THE AGREEMTNT CONCERNING THAT COUNTRY, THE 
HALT OF US BOMBING IN CAMBODIA CLOSES THE "LAST ACT OF 
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THE HOPE THAT "THIS TIME" THE CESSATION OF BOMBING AND 
OTHER US MILITARY ACTION IN CAMBODIA WILL TURN OUT TO BE 
FINAL. TRYBUNA LUDU CAUTIONED, HOWEVER, THAT "WORLD 
OPINION WILL WATCH VIGILANTLY THE BEHAVIOR OF SAIGON 
WHERE THE MOVEMENT TO AID LON NOL OF TEN THOUSAND 
'VOLUNTEERS' APPARENTLY FROM AMONG THE CAMBODIAN POPULA- 
TION IN SOUTH VIETNAM HAS ALREADY BEEN ANNOUNCED." TAKING 
A PHILOSOPHIC VIEW, SLOWO POWSZECHNE, THE PRO-REGIME 
CATHOLIC DAILY, OBSERVED IN A FRONT PAGE EDITORIAL THAT 
CONGRESS, WHICH IN ITS RIVALRY WITH THE PRESIDENCY 
HAS GENERALLY BEEN A SEAT OF ISOLATIONISTTENDENCIES, HAS 
FOR THE FIRST TIME IN A HUNDRED YEARS SUCCEEDED IN ORDER 
ING THE PRESIDENT TO DESIST FROM MILITARY ACTION. SLOWO 
SUGGESTED THAT THE BOMBING HALT THUS SUPPORTS THE THEORY 
THAT THE US IS BEGINNING A PERIOD OF "INTROVERSION" OR 
ISOLATIONISM. 

3. ON AUGUST 16 ZYCIE WARSZAWY FRONT-PAGED ITS REPORT THAT 
THE BOMBING HAD ACTUALLY ENDED, CAT, I .TNG THIS A HISTORIC 
MOMENT IN THE HISTORY OF THE COMBODIAN PEOPLE. ZYCIE'S 
REPORT INCLUDED PRINCE SIHANOUK'S STATEMENT EXPRESSING 
HIS DETERMINATION TO CONTINUE THE FIGHT AND CLOSED WITH A 
UPI STATISTICAL REVIEW OF THE DIMENSIONS AND COSTS OF US 
INDOCHINA BOMBING OPERATIONS. IN AN ACCOMPANYING ARTICLE 
ZYCIE REPORTED A PENTAGON STATEMENT OF INTENTION TO CON- 
TINUE RECONNAISSANCE FLIGHTS OVER CAMBODIA, UNDER ARMED 
ESCORT IF NECESSARY. TRYBUNA LUDU BASED ITS COVERAGE 
PRIMARILY ON THE WHITE HOUSE STATEMENT, INCLUDING ITS 
EXPRESSIONS OF CONTINUED US SUPPORT OF PHNOM PENH. 

4. COMMENT: THE CAMBODIAN SITUTATION HAS GENERALLY BEEN 
RELEGATED TO THE BACK PAGES HERE IN RECENT WEEKS, WITH 
THE NOTABLE EXCEPTION OF REPORTS ON THE MISTAKE BOMBINGS 
BY US AIRCRAFT OF VILLAGES AND FORCES FRIENDLY TO LON NOL. 
PRESS COVERAGE OF THE BOMBING HALT IS SO DECIDEDLY LOW 
KEY AND DEVOID OF CROWING THAT ONE PERCEIVES AN ALMOST 
POSITIVE NOTE IN ACCEPTANCE OF THE HALT AS MARKING AN 
END TO US MILITARY ACTION IN INDOCHINA. 
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